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spection is necessary in drawing conclusions from experi-
ments, seeing that the cerebro-spinal nerves are intimately
commingled with the nerves of Remak, all running parallel
to each other.
I may observe incidentally that such compound nerves
appear to fulfil all the conditions which are said to be
necessary for what is called electro-tonus (a state whereby
one nerve is rendered active by the activity of another in
close proximity with it), and many phenomena which I
may have to adduce seem to point to such influence ; but I
shall endeavour to confine my remarks to such experiments
and observations as have reference to single nerves only.
This, however, can be done in no other way than by
comparing the phenomena induced and presented by the
cerebro-spinal nerves alone, with such other phenomena as
are produced by the special agency of the fibres of Remak,
and by investigating in what respect the mode of action of
the one set differs from that of the other; for we may assume
that nature is too good an economist to endow the fibres of
one with attributes possessed by the other when included
in the same nerve.
It is very probable that all may be in some degree
modified; and it is difficult to conceive why the ganglionic
cells are the connecting media between the three sets of
nerves if some change of function be not the result. In
illustration of this, the sensory nerves appear to lose much
of their peculiar sensibility, as we recognise it in their
ordinary impressions on the brain, when they proceed from
an organ to a ganglionic centre of the sympathetic system;
and if so it follows that, by virtue of the reciprocal action
which sensitive and motor nerves exercise on each other
and on the organs to which they are distributed, the motor
fibres must be invested with properties derived from the
modified sensitive nerves.
What, then, is the special function of each different form
of nerve-fibre respectively which goes to or proceeds from
every ganglionic centre ?
With the view to an explicit answer to this question, the
most obvious method is to select from the three forms
of nerve-fibre the single one which is invariably associated
with a peculiar phenomenon, and without which that
phenomenon does not occur. The logical 11 method of dif-
ference," in effect, is that which I shall endeavour to pursue.
(To be continued.)
ON THE AIMS AND DUTIES OF MEDICAL
SOCIETIES.
An Address to the Members of the Salisbury Medical Society,
delivered September 13th, 1871.
BY WM. MARTIN COATES, M.R.C.S.,
PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY.
GENTLEMEN.,&mdash;A sincere desire to give an impulse to the
’success of our young Society has been my motive for ad-
dressing you, at the first meeting after my election as pre-
sident, on some of the advantages and aims of Medical
Societies, and on the duties of their members.
It will be admitted by all that foremost among the legiti-
mate aims of such bodies are the advancement of our art
and our mutual improvement. To attain to these ends,
each of us must throw himself with vigour into the matter,
and, by reading papers, relating cases, and entering with
heartiness into the discussions, give life and colour to our
meetings. If everyone would do this, each would be re-
warded by adding to his own store of knowledge, whilst
increasing that of his friends ; and by a consciousness that
he, at one and the same time, had raised the character of
his own calling and benefited his fellow-men. This, the
scientific function of these Societies, is their keystone, with-
out which they must fall to pieces.
We have already felt most agreeably the social advantage
of bringing some thirty or forty medical practitioners
together with a common and good object. I believe sin-
cerely that this Society has already improved the tone andincreased the good fellowship of the profession in these
parts. It has, in addition, saved us from that isolation to
which everyone of us must have felt himself condemned by
the want of some uniting medium. That this influence may
continue, and that our Society may, as every healthy living
thing must, grow from a promising infancy up to a vigorous
youth and manhood, is my earnest aspiration.
That this may come, each member must throw himself
into the movement with heartiness, and work as if all de-
pended upon himself. In this, as in all things, I feel the
force and truth of the words of a great writer. 11 Tell me,"
he said, " with what earnestness a man pursues an object,
and I will tell you the amount of interest I feel in him."
So far I have chiefly considered the duties of the members
! of Medical Societies ; let us pass to those of the Societies.
! The most important of these is the aiding with all their
might and influence sanitary improvement. I admit, with
’ 
pride and thankfulness, that every movement tending to
the amelioration of the people’s health has been begun or
’ 
supported by the medical profession, cheered on by the
medical press ; but two important matters have come before
Parliament in which I do not think our profession has been
sufficiently active : one, the Habitual Drunkards Bill; the
other, the Contagious Diseases Acts.
How far the Habitual Drunkards Bill would have met
i and conquered the evil against which it was directed, or
whether or not its details were so complete as to make it
work well, I do not know; but that it was a movement in
i the right direction, we, as medical practitioners, must all
; feel. For who of us has not been called to witness men and
i women, gifted, amiable, and loveable by nature, become, in
consequence of indulgence in fermented liquors, physically
r diseased and mentally unfit for their work? Who of us
has not tried to avert by reasoning and persuasion their
certain ruin of soul, body, and in substance ? Who has not
felt despair at the seemingly useless task ? And who has
i not lamented the absence of provision for aiding, encou-
raging, or compelling those who had not as yet so steeped
3 themselves in this terrible vice as to be beyond hope of
s reform ? The Bill proposed by Mr. Dalrymple would pro-
bably have enabled us to make some permanent cures, thus
t saving the individuals from a certain, usually painful, and
- always degrading death, and many innocent families from
!. want and misery. I have hitherto spoken only of those who
kill themselves by intemperance; but we know that there
are manv miserable creatures. called dinsomaniacs. who
have so absolute an absence of self-control that spontaneouso a e f tha t.ane
abstinence from stimulants to a maddening amount seems
impossible. These, if they do not die early, find themselves
ere long in a lunatic asylum, but not usually before they
have begotten children, whose inheritance of a tendency to
insanity is too probable. Many of these unfortunates know
and bewail their miserable weakness. To these, asylums
similar to those we are told have been so successful in
America would, we might hope, be of inestimable use in
this country. It appears to me that such a Society as ours
would be performing one of its legitimate functions were it
to help forward such a beneficent measure.
Again, I fear that we have been to blame for supineness
in the matter of the Contagious Diseases Acts; for it is
currently reported that the ignorant, or rather insane, agi-
tation against them, in spite of fact-which is truth in
, action,-will be ultimately successful. The despondent tone
of the press, medical and lay, is ominous of this coming
misfortune: a misfortune which would far surpass in its
consequences the loss of many battles accompanied by
pestilence and famine; for these latter evils would be tem-
porary, whereas syphilis will, if the Acts be abolished, be
a rapidly growing cause of disease, deformity, and death.
Were this matter less important and urgent, I should have
hesitated to enter into any details; but it would be criminal
in me were I to desist, with my strong conviction of its
urgency and importance.
Before giving the result of my own observation, I will
read to you some extracts from the short but conclusive
Report of the Select Committee appointed to consider and
report upon the Act of 1866.
H According to the Registrar-General’s returns, the deaths
from syphilis, principally amongst children, had increased
from 67 in the million of the population in 1861 to 94 in the
million in 1865."
.. The effects of this disease cannot be better stated than
in the words of Sir William Jenner, who says-, I have
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arrived at the conclusion that syphilis is one of the most
fa.ta.1 diseases that we have in this country ; rather I should
say, it stands very high among them; and every day’s ad-
vance in our medical knowledge raises its position in that
respect. Again, I think it is a, disease entirely preventable.
Children and other persons suffer largely from it, without
any sin of their own; and therefore it ought to be pre-
vented.’
" Some eminent medical witnesses also have stated that,
from the action of this disease upon the general system and
upon the vital organs, the progress of physical degeneracy
among all classes may be apprehended in the absence of
preventive measures"
11 In no place in ths country, except at Sheerness, has it
been fully tested; but at Malta and in the Ionian Islands
the principle of the Act has been applied with complete
success. At Aldershot the Amended Act has been fully
carried out for only two months, and already the decrease
of cases among the troops has been nearly one-third. The
isolated situation of Sheerness enables the provisions of the
Act to be carried into effect, and, although it was formerly
one of the most infected places, the disease is now almost
obliterated, only two women having been reported as dis-
eased during one month, and not one man during another."
"One of the most frightful circumstances of the existing
state of things, wherever the Act does not apply, is that the
infected woman, when she cannot be received into a hos
pital, is driven to ply her trade and spread the disease."
"It has been stated in evidence that the surveillance anc
examination imposed by the Act has tended to deter womer
from prostitution; and that when committed to hospital
the time for reflection, the religious instruction under whicl
they are brought, and the kindness with which they ar(
treated, have led many to abandon their evil course of life
In Chatham about 23 per cent., at Devonport about 30 pe;
cent., during the year 1866, have returned to their friend:
or gone into reformatories." &deg;
Yet, in defiance of these facts, an ignorant agitation has
so far succeeded as to induce a feeling of despair in the
minds of the supporters of this beneficent legislation. The
desire to get rid of this Act is felt by several classes, but
the most active and important is a section of the religions
world, which is conscientious, earnest, and influential.
Their argument is that this terrible disease is sent by God
as a punishment for the sin of impurity, that it is just that
the sinner should suffer for his sin, and that it is impious
to attempt to protect the sinner. I do not believe this, be-
cause were it sent by God, who is the Justice of the Uni-
verse, it would be more equitable in its operation. With
your permission, I will, by the aid of cases and facts with
which all of you are more or less conversant, examine this
assertion of its being a judgment on the sinner. ’,
Many years ago a post-boy came under the care of my
father for primary syphilis. He infected his wife; she had
primary, afterwards secondary, and lastly tertiary sym-
ptoms, and carried a large cicatrix on the forehead, the
result of caries, to the grave. Soon after her marriage she
became pregnant, and aborted many times; at last she bore
aliving child, a girl. This girl had a small annuity left
her by a relative, which enabled her parents to send her to
a good middle-class school. At fourteen years of age, while
at school, two syphilitic ulcers broke out on one of her legs,
which when healed left two as characteristic cicatrices as I
ever saw. She married early, and had a very delicate child.
The next child was born dead and putrid. The third pre-
sented, a few days after birth, characteristic symptoms of
infantile syphilis, and died. This series of cases is, I be-
lieve, unique.
A young lad, the only son of a widow, many years ago
was employed in a commercial house in London. He con-
tr,tcted, from one impure connexion, a chancre. Secondary
symptoms supervened, then tertiary in the shape of sup-
purating nodes on both tibiae and on the left temporal bone.
He died from utter exhaustion.
We are now able to contemplate with all reverence thejustice as evinced in these cases. The young wife of the
pcshilion, by no fault of her own, contracts syphilis, and
recovers, after much suffering, with an ugly scar on the
forehead. The daughter suffers equally innocently, so do
her children. Compare the poor clerk’s doom, arising from
one impure connexion, with that of a seducer, who, through
the devotion of a hitherto innocent girl, who has loved him
I not wisely but too well, has ruined her, as far as this world is
concerned, for ever, and yet escapes this punishment. There
seems to me to be as marked a difference between the sin
of the young clerk, who was carried away by a tyrannical
impulse, and the seducer or deliberate fornicator, as there
is between manslaughter and murder; yet the deliberate
sinner escapes the dread punishment, and the poor young
clerk dies.
Again, we all know that in the case of hereditary syphilis,
the guilty one frequently comes off comparatively lightly,
while his innocent child may die or carry to the grave the
marks of the disease in the form of notched teeth, defective
sight or blindness, and a sunken and deformed nose. A
remarkably illustrative case of this occurred within my
notice, though not in a patient of my own.
A gentleman, when a boy of sixteen, contracted a sore:
His medical attendant thought lightly of the case. The
sore healed, and probably the secondary symptoms were
slight. He thought no more of it. He never contracted
syphilis again, yet one of his children, born many years
afterwards, had the notched incisor teeth, the adherent iris
and loss of sight of one eye, and the nose peculiar to here-
ditarv svphilis.
I would diffidently aver, as becomes a simple layman
ignorant of theology, that I have seen in Christ’s teaching
no word to lead me to suppose that disease has been
sent by God; on the contrary, we are distinctly told
there that it came from a totally different person and
quarter. Again, I would venture to infer, with like diffi-
dence, that those innocent ones, whom the Son of God told
his disciples not to keep from him, would not be chosen by
the Father as the peculiar victims of the sin of others. So
much do I differ from the excellent people who oppose the
Contagious Diseases Act, that, in my opinion, the measure
might be termed an Act for the Protection of the Innocent
and Helpless. I am thankful that there are very many,
indeed that the great majority of religious men and women
are on our side; but, as is usual in this imperfect world,
those who are wrong are the most noisy and the most
active. Other opponents of the Act think that the fear of
infection prevents illicit intercourse. Facts have an irre-
futable logic of their own, and they flatly contradict this
opinion. Only a few months ago I could have shown you
at one time, out of fourteen beds in the Salisbury Infirmary,
four with hereditary syphilis. Again, those believing this
have only to refer to the statistics brought forward in the
Report of the Select Committee of the House of Lords to
be convinced of their error.
I now ask you, gentlemen, if, with these facts before us,
we can, as a Society, conscientiously stand still and see this
beneficent legislation swept away ? Ought we not rather,
as a Society, by a petition to Parliament, remonstrate against
this monstrous cruelty ? Ought we not, as individuals, to
press upon those members of Parliament to whom we have
personal access our reasons for the keeping in operation
and the extension of the Act? I think we ought. We may
not succeed in our great aim, but we shall have struck a
blow for truth and right; we shall have done our utmost
to prevent the physical and mental degeneration of our
, race. We shall have deserved success, and our effort will
not be lost; for, as Goethe has said somewhere, in some
such words as these: "Every thought, word, and deed
vibrates for good or ill to eternity." And I feel sure that
no unselfish action is ever done without, sooner or later, a
reflected blessing on the doer of it.
A CASE OF CONGENITAL MALFORMATION
OF THE RECTUM.
BY ISAAC MOSSOP, L.R.C.P. & L.R.C.S. EDIN.,
LATE RESIDENT PHYSICIAN AT THE ROYAL HOSPITAL
FOR SICK CHILDREN, EDINBURGH.
CONGENITAL occlusion of the rectum is not unfrequently
met with; and whenever the continuity of the bowel is so
interrupted, early discovery is of the greatest importance.
The following malformation may be of interest, inasmuch
as it differs, in some measure, from the cases already de-
scribed.
On the 6th of June last year, E. H-, a female child,
